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The ELI Readers collection is a complete 
range of books and plays for readers of all 
ages, ranging from captivating contemporary 
stories to timeless classics. There are four 
series,  each catering for a different age 
group: First ELI Readers, Young ELI Readers, 
Teen ELI Readers and Young Adult ELI 
Readers. The books are carefully edited and 
beautifully illustrated  to capture the essence 
of the stories and plots.

In this detective story our reluctant hero 
Harry has to try to solve some break-ins at 
the police station. Who is breaking into the 
police station? And why?

Harry and his detective friends go on an 
adventure to discover the dark secret of a 
famous magician, but they get too close! Will 
Harry be able to rescue his friends? Will he be 
able to solve the puzzle?

In this reader you will find:
- Games and language activities
- An audio recording of the story and the song
- A picture dictionary
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Past simple / Past continuous / Present perfect 
Going to … / Will 
Might / Should 
Giving directions
If … will (1st conditional)
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Young                Readers

My name is Jane and 
I live in a beautiful 
Spanish city, Madrid. 
I’m an English 
author of children’s 
books. I’ve always 
loved creating 
stories and songs 
for children. 
The best ideas 
come to me while… 
I’m jogging!

I live in a very big city, 
Buenos Aires. 
I have been drawing 
all my life, ever since 
I was a child 
as I didn’t have a TV. 
I enjoy most of all 
drawing comic strips 
and picturing myself 
and my kids in the 
illustrations that 
I create.

Eli Readers is a beautifully illustrated
series of timeless classic and original
stories for learners of English.

www.eligradedreaders.com The pleasure of Reading
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Extra activities online
To get the most out of each reader, you can find 
extra activities for each title on our website 
www.eligradedreaders.com

•  Extra activities for students
•  Extra resources for teachers

• Download the ELILINK app from

• Use the ELILINK app

• Scan the cover

To download the multimedia files

Download MP3 audio files from  
www.eligradedreaders.com

With smartphone or tablet

With PC or Mac

The FSC™ certification guarantees that 
the paper used in these publications 
comes from certified forests, promoting 
responsible forestry management worldwide.

For this series of 
ELI graded readers, 
we have planted 
5000 new trees.
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Harry and Emma were in the office with 

The Chief of Police. ‘This is Professor 

Hobbs. She studies Ancient Egypt,’ said 

the Chief. ‘Some gold has been stolen 

from a bank and we have secret information 

that it is in a tomb in The Valley of the Queens. 

You are going to get it.’ ‘Hmmmm!’ said Harry 

unhappily. He wasn’t very brave.
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Professor Hobbs said, ‘It won’t be easy. Here are 

photos of a police officer who tried! My friend, 

Professor Amenhotep, will help you. He will meet 

you on the boat going down the River Nile.’ 

‘Wonderful!’ said Emma. ‘And I love your ring! 

Is that a sphinx?’ ‘Yes it is,’ said Professor Hobbs. 

‘There are only two sphinx rings. My sister has the 

other one. Well ... good luck!’ ‘Hmmph,’ said Harry.



Emma and Harry went down the River Nile in a 

boat. They sailed through the desert and visited lots 

of pyramids. One day, a young girl spoke to them. 

‘Hello,’ she said, ‘my name is Chione. I am Professor 

Amenhotep’s niece. My uncle had toothache and he 

has gone to see the dentist in Cairo so I am here.’ 

‘Oh no!’ said Harry. ‘She’s only a little girl!’
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‘I am young but I know a lot of Egyptian 

geography and history and I can read 

hieroglyphs!’ ‘Hieroglyphs?’ asked Emma. 

‘There are hieroglyphs in the tomb. They are 

the writing of Ancient Egypt,’ said Chione. 

‘Hmmph,’ said Harry.  
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Chione took them to a tomb in the Valley of the 

Queens. ‘This is Nefertari’s tomb, the chief wife 

of the Pharaoh Ramesses II.’ ‘What does it say 

above the door?’ asked Harry. ‘It says … ‘Exam 

by snake, sword and fire. Come through here and you 

will die.’ ‘That sounds dangerous!’ said Harry. 

‘Don’t be silly Harry! Come on!’ said Emma.
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Harry and Emma followed Chione. Emma asked 

Harry, ‘What’s in that suitcase?’ ‘Important 

things,’ whispered Harry.  Chione was talking 

to them about the art on the walls. ‘Some of the 

best Egyptian art is here, in Nefartari’s tomb.’
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They came to a door with a big stone in front of 

it and a message written in hieroglyphs above it. 

‘What does it say?’ asked Harry. ‘It says … Snake 

... Exam,’ said Chione, reading the hieroglyphs 

slowly. ‘SNAKE EXAM! But I’m afraid of 

snakes!’ said Harry. ‘We must push this stone 

to open the door,’ said Chione. Emma was very 

quiet. She was afraid of snakes too!
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They pushed the stone to open the door and 

saw … snakes! The snakes didn’t look friendly! 

‘Well,’ said Harry, ‘that’s it! Time to go home! 

We can’t go through that room!’ Emma was 

standing behind Harry with her eyes closed! 

‘Just a minute,’ said Chione.
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Who are the bad characters in the story?

Fill the gaps in the sentences with the names 
from activity 1 to tell the story.

Activity Pages

1

2

28

Harry and (1) ______________ met (2) ______________ 
______________ in the Chief’s office. They went to 
Egypt to find some stolen gold in a tomb.  
(3) ______________ ______________ had toothache 
so a young girl called (4) ______________ helped 
them. That was lucky because (5) ______________  
________________ was a bad man! (6) ______________ 
saw a ring on the hand of a mummy and he 
realised it was (7) ______________ ______________ 

______________. 
In the end all the thieves were arrested!

1  Emma
2  Harry
3  Chione
4  Professor Hobbs    
5  Professor Amenhotep
6  Professor Hobbs’s sister



Find words in the word search. Then write 
the words beside the clues.

Fill the gaps in the poem.
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4
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Harry and Emma went down the _____________, 
Hurrah! Hurrah! 
To find a ____________ with ____________ inside, 
Hurrah! Hurrah!
Chione helped them through each ______________

With ______________ and ______________ and 
______________ in the tomb. 
And they caught the ______________ in the end 
In the Egyptian ______________.

1 People who steal things. ______________
2 Nefertari had one of these. ______________
3 A metallic yellow mineral. ______________
4 It is hot. ______________
5 They are shiny and very sharp. ______________
6 They are long thin animals. ______________

thieves

 F S F T E I T
 I W G O L D H
 R O O M J P I
 E R B B M H E
 V D G K D O V
 Z S L N I L E 
 C S N A K E S



Fact or fiction? Match the sentences and 
the pictures. Circle the pictures. 
red = fact, blue = from the story.
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1 Egyptian kings and queens were made into 
 mummies and buried in tombs.
2 There were men with swords in the room with the 
 mummy. 
3 There are only two sphinx rings.
4 The Nile is a very big river in Egypt.
5 Nefertari was the chief wife of the Pharaoh Ramesses II. 
6 Nafertari’s tomb had snakes and swords. 
7 The hieroglyphs above a door in Nefertari’s tomb says 
 ‘Snake Exam’.

1



Match the beginnings and ends of the Past Simple 
of the verbs. Write them in the correct column.

Match the speech bubbles to the people. 
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Regular Past Simple verbs Irregular Past Simple verbs
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________

_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________

Emma Harry The Chief Chione

saidwalked

Oh no! 
She’s only a 
little girl!

It says
‘... Snake ... Exam’.

We have secret 
information that it is in 
a tomb in The Valley 

of the Queens.

I’m going to 
send a message 

to the Chief.
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_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________

Draw and describe an ancient Egyptian tomb 
(Where is it? What has it got inside? What is 
there on the walls?) 

Did you like the story? Draw your face and 
choose a sentence to write.

 = I loved the story!

 = I liked the story.

 = I quite liked the story.

 = I didn’t like the story.
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