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S T A G E  3

Ebenezer Scrooge loves only one thing – money. He has no friends, doesn’t 
like his family and never helps anyone. But when Jacob Marley, who’s been 
dead for seven years, arrives at his house one night, Scrooge learns that a 
good life is about much more than money.

Dickens’ favourite Christmas story shows us the true face of London in 1843 
and the difficult lives of the poor, but it is also a story of hope, where the 
future can be better. 

In this reader you will find:
– Information about Charles Dickens’ life
– Focus on sections: England in the 1800s, Christmas traditions and Scrooge 

on film
– Glossary of difficult words
– Activities to practise new language
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Eli Readers is a beautifully illustrated series of timeless classics and 
specially-written stories for learners of English.
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2 Jacob Marley was dead. He was definitely dead. The priest and the 
man who had prepared the body, the church clerk and Scrooge had all 
signed the official document to say he was dead. Scrooge’s name was 
worth a lot on a document – the men who worked in the businesses 
and banks of  the City of  London respected that name.

Did Scrooge know for sure that he was dead? Of  course he did. 
How could he not know? Ebenezer Scrooge and Jacob Marley had 
been business partners for many years. He organised everything after 
Marley died and Scrooge was the only person who went to the church 
when he was buried. But even Scrooge was not upset by the death 
of  his friend, and carried on working after he got back from church.

So, we can be absolutely sure that Marley was dead. This fact must 
be understood or nothing wonderful will come from this story I am 
going to tell you. 

Years passed, but Scrooge did not take Marley’s name from his 
office door. People called him Scrooge or Marley but he didn’t correct 
them, he answered to both names.

People borrowed money from Scrooge but he always got every 
bit back, and more – they paid him extra so that they could borrow 
money from him. He was as hard as a stone, as sharp as a knife. He 

Jacob Marley
Chapter 1
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AFTER-READING ACTIVITIES

Comprehension
 
1 Answer the following questions.

1 Why have the two women and the man in the black suit gone 

to Old Joe’s shop? 

_____________________________________________________

2 Where does the ghost take Scrooge after they leave Old Joe’s 

shop, and why? 

_____________________________________________________

3 How did Arthur and Caroline feel about the death of the man? 

_____________________________________________________

4 The ghost takes Scrooge to visit the Cratchits – what has 

happened? 

_____________________________________________________

5 How does Scrooge find out who the dead man was? 

_____________________________________________________

6 What does Scrooge promise the ghost that he will do from 

now on? 

_____________________________________________________

Writing
 
2 Write a short description of what Scrooge does and how he is 

feeling when he wakes up on Christmas morning.

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________
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Grammar
 
3 Put the verbs into the correct form and tense.

 Scrooge 1 ____________ (find) himself alone. He 2 ____________ 

(be) back in bed. The bed was his own bed and he was still alive! 

Best and happiest of all, now he 3 ____________ (be able) to do 

everything differently.

 ‘I 4 ____________ (live) in the past, the present and the future!’ 

Scrooge 5 ____________ (repeat), and he got out of bed and ran 

round his room. ‘O Jacob Marley, thank you. I 6 ____________ 

(go) down on my knees to thank you, Jacob!’

 He went back to his bed and 7 ____________ (take) one of the 

curtains in his arms. ‘My curtains 8 ____________ (be) still here!  

I 9 ____________ (be) here, the shadows of the future  

10 ____________ (be changed)!’

Speaking
 
4 Think about these questions, then discuss your answers in pairs.

Question Notes

1  What are the biggest lessons  
   that Scrooge has learned from  
   the ghosts?

2  How has his relationship changed 
    with his clerk and the Cratchit 
    family during this story?

3  How has Scrooge’s relationship with  
    money changed during this story?

4  How has Scrooge’s relationship 
    changed with his nephew?

5  Find five adjectives to describe 
    the ‘new’ Scrooge.

6  Do you think Scrooge has changed 
    or will he go back to being the 
    same old Scrooge of before?
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Charles Dickens
A Christmas Carol was on sale from December 1843, just in time 
for Christmas that year. All copies sold in a few days! It is still 
one of Charles Dickens’ most popular stories, 170 years later.

Books and Theatre
For the first nine years of his life, Charles lived happily 
with his family in a town called Chatham on the river 
Thames, about thirty miles east of the city of London. 
He was often ill as a child, but he said that being ill had 
given him a big advantage – it made him love reading 
and learning. His father had a small collection of books 
which Charles read again and again. Of course, it wasn’t 
long before he was writing his own stories. 
The young Charles loved telling stories and singing 
songs, and when his parents had guests over for dinner, 
he would stand on a chair and entertain them. When 
he was older he felt embarrassed that these adults had 
had to sit and watch him! A cousin of his took him to the 
theatre when he was only six and he loved that too.

Family Life
Charles Dickens always knew 
he was different, even when 
he was a boy. His father 
worked in the south of 
England. The father and his 
wife, Elizabeth Barrow, had 
eight children, although two 
of them died when they were 
very young. Charles had an 
older sister, Fanny, born two 
years before him in 1870. If 
you remember, when Scrooge 
visits his old school with 
the Ghost of Christmas Past, 
Scrooge’s younger sister Fan 
comes to take him home.

Historic house in Portsmouth, Hampshire where Charles Dickens was born.

FOCUS ON...

Charles Dickens in 1842, 
the year before the publication 

of A Christmas Carol.
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Into Prison
This happy time ended when Charles was nine 
years old. His father started to have financial 
problems. The family left Chatham and moved 
into the poor district of Camden, in North 
London. This is where the Cratchits live. Worst of 
all for Charles, he had to leave school. At first he 
hated London, but he was helped by a family 
member and borrowed books from other 
friends. Then his father’s money problems got 
so bad he was sent to a famously terrible prison 
called Marshalsea! Charles often visited his 
father during this time.

Then the family sold the collection of books 
that Charles had loved so much. Still only ten 
years old, he was sent to work full time. He 

later told a friend that these experiences as a 
child were very painful. ‘I couldn’t understand 
why no one thought I might be unhappy 
about going out to work,’ he said. ‘I loved 
learning, I was quick and keen, and wanted 
to go to school. Instead my parents seemed 
happy that I was bringing a bit of money into 
the house.’

From Bad Things...
These early experiences had a 
big effect on the young writer. 
He remembered everything, the 
way of life, the people he met, 
and then, when he was older, 
he wrote about it all!
When you know this, you 
can see why Dickens wrote 
so much about poor people 
and why he thought they 
should be helped. He wants 
rich people, like Scrooge, to 
understand that poor people 
have difficult and sometimes 
horrible lives.

Marshalsea.
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